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Panel	1:	Constitutional	Courts:	Safeguards	of	Democracy?	
	
Constitutions	of	the	last	half-century	have	generally	attributed	to	constitutional	courts	a	
heavy	burden:	 the	responsibility	 to	safeguard	democracy	against	 itself	and	protect	 the	
core	dignitarian	promises	of	the	constitutional	project.	Several	constitutional	courts	have	
acquired	an	extraordinary	protagonism	within	democratic	politics,	playing	the	role	of	an	
ultimate	arbiter	of	deep	 social	 and	political	 controversies.	 	 Liberal	democracies,	many	
contend,	are	under	threat	by	the	rise	of	populist	and	authoritarian	leaders.		This	panel	will	
try	to	address	the	contemporary	challenges	of	constitutional	courts	vis-a-vis	the	current	
trend	 of	 democratic	 recession	 by	 describing	 and	 comparing	 judicial	 experiences	 in	
different	parts	of	the	world.	
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